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1. 



In a computer network including a server computer system network 



attachable to a plurality of client computer systems, a method ofauthenticating a subset of 
the plurality of client computer systems (and/or users/thereof, the method comprising the 



following: 



an act of Jthe server 



computer system receiving a request from a requesting 



client computer system, 
authentication methodolbg] 



client computer systems anc /or users thereof; 



an act of the server 




he request including an instruction identifying (the 
that is to be used when authenticating the subset of 



computer system receiving a request for service from 



the subset of client computer systems; and 



an act of the server 
computer systems using at 
instruction. 



computer system authenticating the subset of the client 
least)the authentication methodology identified in the 



The method in accc 



least an instruction to accept an j 
the subset of client computer systems 



rdance with Claim 1 , wherein the instruction includes at 
c ssertion authentication method for use in authenticating 



3. The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction to accept a b isic HTTP authentication method for use in authenticating 
the subset of client computer systems. 
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4. The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction to accept a digest authentication method for use in authenticating the 
subset of client computer systems. / 

5. The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction to accept an JnTLM authentication method for use in authenticating the 
subset of client computer systems. 

6. The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the subset of client 
computer systems is a single client computer system. 

7. The method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the request comprises a 
data structure that represents an extensible Markup Language (XML) element. 

8. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the acts recited in Claim 1 . 



\ 
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9. In a computer network including a server computer system network 
attachable to a plurality of client computer /systems, a method of authenticating a subset of 
the plurality of client computer systems/^d/or^users thereof, the method comprising the 
following: 

an act of the server computer system receiving a request from a requesting 
client computer system, the /request including an instruction identifying ^fce. 



authentication methodology tttat is to be used when authenticating the subset of 
client computer systems and/dr users thereof; 

a step for the server pmputer system authenticating the subset of the client 
computer systems fond/oif /users thereof using ^at^^ authentication 
methodology identified in /he instruction. s\ ? 

10. The method in Accordance wifB^ClAim 9, wherein the step for<jfie]server 
computeFsystem authenticating comprises tl^ following: 

an act of the/server computer system receiving a request for service from 
the subset of client computer systems; and 

an act of the server computer system authenticating the subset of the client 
computer systenp using^aHea^ authentication methodology identified in the 
instruction. 



1 1 . The mpthod in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction vp accept an assertion authentication method for use in authenticating 
the subset of client computer systems. 
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with Claim 9, wherein the instruction includes at 
P authentication method for use in authenticating 

13. The method in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction to accept a digest authentication method for use in authenticating the 
subset of client computer systems/ 

14. The method in accordance with Claim^^Twherein the instruction includes at 
least an instruction to accept ah NTLM authentication method for use in authenticating the 
subset of client computer systems. / / 

15. The methoa in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the subset of client 
computer systems is a single client computer system. 

16. The method in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the request comprises a 
data structure that represents an extensible Markup Language (XML) element. 

17. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the act and step recited in Claim 9. 



12. The method in accordance 
least an instruction to accept a basic Wj 
the subset of client computer systems.. 
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# 



18. In a computer network including a server computer system network 
attachable to^jysluraH^ a method pf controlling a type of 



authentication methodology.used whenCth ^server com putepyjftem authenticates a subset 
of the plurality of ^comgnter systems/and/or isers thereof/ the method comprising the 
following: 

an act of a requesting client computer system composing a request including 
an instruction identifying the authentication methodology that is to be used when 




authenticating the subset of client computer ^ystems^and/oy users thereof; and 

a specific act of the requesting client computer system transmitting the 
request to the server computer system. 

19. The method in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction includes 
at least an instruction to accept an asserti^ authentication method for use in authenticating 
the subset of client computer systems. 

20. The method in acco/dance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction includes 
at least an instruction to accept a basic HTTP authentication method for use in 
authenticating the subset of client computer systems. 



21. The methoa in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction includes 
at least an instruction to/accept a digest authentication method for use in authenticating the 
subset of client computer systems. 
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22. The method in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the instruction includes 
at least an instruction to accept am NTLM authentication method for use in authenticating 
the subset of client computer systems. 

23. The method iry accordance with Claim 18, wherein the subset of client 
computer systems is a single client computer system. 

24. The methon in accordance with Claim 18, wherein the request comprises a 
data structure that represents an extensible Markup Language (XML) element. 

25. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing the acts recited in Claim 18. 
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26. A computer-readabl 



'and/or users thereof that are 
an authentication fie 



medium having stored thereon a data structure having 
a plurality of fields, the data structure comprising: 

a client identifier fisld that identifies a subset of client computer systems 
connected to a server computer system; and 
Id that identifies one or more authentication methods to 



be used toCt he server com puter _systeirrwhen authenticating any of the subset of 



client computer systems anc /or users thereof. 



27. The computer-readable 
client identifier field identifies a sin 



medium in accordance with Claim 26, wherein the 
le client computer system. 
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